2022 Calls for Service
Last year, FVFD responded to 297 calls.

Company 1

Robert Anderson, Captain
Clint Michel, Lieutenant

Ralph Lopez
Terry O'Reilly
David Hughes
Company 3

Josh Adams,

Ken Dayacamos, Lieutenant

Jif D'Aguanno Allison Barnwell
Brian Morrison Troy Land
Mallery Adams Quincy Russ
Derek Brown Ben Wilma
Eugene Steele

Probationary

182 Medicals 61%
65 Public Assists 22%
20 Misc Fires 7%
12 Traffic Collisions 4%
12 Hazardous Conditions 4%
3 Structure Fires 1%
3 Vehicle Fires 1%
2023 Membership Roster

Chief Dennis DelBiaggio
Assistant Chief Rick Nicholson
Assistant Chief Jerry Lema

Company 2

Tom Grinsell
Josh Smith
Leo Basler

Company 4

Captain Jessica Felse, Captain
Jake Basler, Lieutenant

Joshua Purvis
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Francis Enos, Captain
Travis Grinsell, Lieutenant

Why do we do an annual drive?

The Ferndale Volunteer Fire Department conducts an annual
fundraising drive every year starting in April to supplement
our budgets for training, equipment, gear, and activities. We
go door-to-door for several reasons: to make personal
contact with the people in our community; to better learn our
response area and identify special populations and needs; to
answer any and all of your questions; to check and/or replace
your smoke detectors; and to discuss general fire safety.

Furthermore, the annual drive allows the FVFD the
opportunity to identify and take note of any access issues and
potential hazards we may encounter if called to your location.

We will make only one attempt to visit your home. If we miss
you and you would like us to stop by at another time, please
call 707.786.9909 and leave a message. We will gladly
respond as soon as we are able.
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Who We Are and What We Do

Ferndale Volunteer Fire Department has been serving our community since
1897. Our members are on call 24 hours a day to respond whenever and
wherever our services are needed. We are the first responders to all medical,
fire, and public safety emergencies which occur within the Ferndale Fire
Protection District, which covers the city of Ferndale and its immediate
surroundings. We engage in monthly meetings and weekly training drills to
practice and sharpen our skills, keep current on advances in fire technology
and emergency medical sciences, maintain our equipment, and keep
the department and its resources fully prepared for optimal service and
response time.

In addition to responding to emergencies, our department is also committed
to a broad range of civic involvement, and we are always looking for new
ways to support and engage with our community. Ongoing outreach
programs include:

e Offering 4! of July fire truck rides to children of all ages

e Hosting semi-annual blood drives at the fire hall

e Extending scholarship opportunities to local high school seniors
who intend to further their education in pursuit of a career in
public service

e Conducting equipment demonstrations and reviewing fire safety
skills with local youth during Fire Prevention Week

e Putting up and taking down the lights on the town Christmas tree
e Providing a sensory-friendly holiday experience for individuals

with special needs and their families in conjunction with the
Redwood Coast Regional Center

2022 Firefighter of the Year

Company 4's Captain Jessica Felse
was honored as the Firefighter of the
Year at the 2023 Annual Dinner.
Having joined the department in 2019
as an EMT, she is active on
numerous committees and was
recently appointed as one of the
department's safety officers.
Congratulations Jessica, and thanks
for all your hard work!
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Burn Permits

A valid North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District burn permit is
required for all open outdoor burning for the purpose of disposal of dried
natural vegetation grown onsite. District permits are not required for small
recreational or ceremonial campfires. A standard burn permit authorizes an
individual to burn a maximum of one 4'-diameter pile of approved materials
at a time. Burn hours are from 6:00 am to 12:00 noon on permissive burn
days only; call 1.866.287.6329 (1.866.BURNDAY) to determine burn day
status. Permit applications are available online at https://ncuagmd.org, at the
NCUAQMD office in Eureka, and at CalFire stations. For additional
information or further assistance, please contact NCUAQMD at
707.443.3093 or support@ncuagmd.org.

Please contact CalFire Humboldt-Del Norte Unit dispatch at 707.725.4413
prior to igniting your burn pile to notify them that smoke originating from
your location will be the product of a permitted burn.

Burn locations that fall within State Responsibility Area will also require an
additional burn permit issued by CalFire. Visit https://burnpermit.fire.ca.gov
or contact a CalFire station for more information.

LUCAS Device

100th Birthday Celebration

The LUCAS Device is a mechanical
device that assists our first responders
with delivery of high-quality consistent
chest compressions to sudden cardiac
arrest patients in the field and on the
move. Thanks to very generous donations
from our community, FVFD has been able
to successfully incorporate this amazing
resource into our rescue response.

Our 1923 American LaFrance Type 89
Pumper is celebrating its 100th year of
service this year! While its duties have
evolved from fighting fires to giving rides, it
continues to be a staple in our department
and our community.

Membership Drive!!!

We are currently actively seeking new members! Anyone who has lived or
worked a full-time job in the FVFD district for six months or longer and who
is age 18 or older is eligible to join. For more information on joining our
department, please feel free to contact any department member, attend the
monthly officers meeting held at 7:00 pm at the fire hall on the Monday
before the first Thursday of every month, or contact the Chief at
chief@ferndalefire.org.




